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-A^\^^PACT 

Tn a disadwantaged school, a newspaper with an 
unbiased policy of focusing on the school’s conditions, probless, 
activities, ftnH other information relewant to the students' interest 
y|ll help to build the students* sense of self-respect, pride, and 
participation in the schools Editorials can stress outstanding local 
achievements as well as hc^nest appraisals of current events, such as 
racial incidents or the Ppor People's Caapaign. All students should 
he encouraged to wort for the newspaper which should be easily 
available to everyone. <JH) 
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‘THE BOLE OP THE NEWSPAPER . . . ’ 
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The Role Of The Newspaper 
In A Disadvantaged School 
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THE BULLETIN 



last year several boys submitted excit- 
ing poe^t and we ran arddes on 
them . Oec boy was a black militint. 
ssd autide explained how he came 
tt> write the poems and why he fdt 
the way hedicL 

The staff has to work within the 
school’s problems, and try, in ha, 
to use the acfaool’j pcobleots to make 
the paper meaning and relevant 
In a iarge and busy building students 
do not know the courses of study, die 
Qrpes of degrees, and the opdoos avail- 
able ID th^ They may not even 
know the locadon of die library. So 
ihe school paper should be a place 
to turn to for basic informadon. 

Otances are, a large d^ school has 
several special or ei^imental pro- 
grams. At my school, for instance, 
there are a w^-ttudy group, an in- 
tensive mding dink, a CoU^ Dis- 
covery Pmgtam, and a division of 
the State JEmploymeoc Service. We 
try to run a fmtute on one every 
odber issue. 

The horn page should include more 
than just news stories about the out- 
standing stu d ent s and arholardiip win- 
ners. Basketbai at my tdm is 
enormously popular, so when two 
players made third team ail-dty we 
tnduded this on the first page with 
action photos of each boy. Another 
ardde was about a girl oompedng 
for Queen of the Pum Kican Day 
Parade, 

Students who distrust adiool will, 
in all logic, distnisc the paper which 
is merely an eictcmton of the adxiol 



p^ of The New York Times, 
Since the school paper didn’t come out 
Sive weeb afta^arA we didn ’t run 
tbk at a news story. Instead the 
eiUtor wrote an editorial explainii^ 
wi\y the fight had happed In 
tucb instances there are probably no 
set .niles which can be made. Each 
adyiier will use his own insttnets. 
Kine are to encourage writing about 
thii^ as the>* come up, whether the 
subject is race rdatkios, namirict, 
pr^goan^, or cfacadng. 

One challenge is coming up with 
features on the atudents. In a fortfa- 
mmiflg same 1 pksx to get ibe maff 
to write an ankle on youngsters 
with Afro-American haircuts because 
an exfjanataoo will be benefirial and 
of interest to everyone. The admini* 
stmmrs, trachcfs, and wlnte studenia 
will undmrandl why Ncgto atudents 
take pride in their blackae&s, and 
black students, in turn, will fed they 
are being treai^ widi r»pect 

A remedial daas 1 poUed requested 
jokes, caiisoas, and astto- 

kgy. The staff tended to look down 
on sudi matet^ and managed only 
a> come up with cartoons. We dic^ 
however, bqgin an inquiriig photo- 
grapher column. At fine the tendency 
of the staff was to interview their 
hiendt, most ol wboax hdonged to 
the school elite. After a Utde while 
thqr found average and "troublemme*’ 
s mdent s , too. '*1iey dtacov^ed dnt 
the average am d enr w^£ ahy and dis- 
tniatfol and had to be oonvinced that 
thcfs was nodung wioog in tiaviig 
his pktum in the papa. So attitudes 
of both sides were charged. 

We try to write edkoriab that are 



adminiarratioo. To vdn ttint in die 
paper, ankles daould offer an honest 
appraisal of conditions in the school. 
*rbe adviser doesn’t warn to emphasiae 
oegadve oooditioaa, but he wants the 
paper to indkate truthfully what it 
Mppening in order to interest and 

f dif 

Two years ago a facial incident in 
Boosevclf* libcaty made die ftoot 



not accusatory and critkal^-4iave 
schotd j^drit and so otL We sms 
ousondim aduevemems, honest ^ 
praiaalt of what is happening— iike 
the racial incident, or mpical events-- 
like the The Poor PMple’t Cam- 

Two of our mace auccemful atticks 



‘TYPEWRITERS DONT KNOW COLOR* 
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were an interview wifii Bill Codw, 
and a bocdc review# o£ Claude Brown's 
MmcbiU im $b 0 Promu*d Lmd. 11^ 
year we plan to review Tht Ataobio- 
grspby of Mdcom X. 

A nujor problem is that distribu* 
non oi the paper is based on GX). 
memberdup. Since s n id ent s we want 
most to roKh do not belong to the 
G.O^ they don't get to see the paper. 
We par^y solve this problem hy 
ordering six hundred euxa copiet and 
add live extra papers for es^ dass. 
The coat is smali sM well worth it 

We also SoDich- 1 ^ a tm of die 
paper, page by foot, outside the ol- 
lioe. Inis ol smaeno stop to^ read 
t^ paper, some even drop in to 
o^oidcism. 



The adviser to a disadvancaged 
sdiool paper will, il he's ludcy and 
hard-woddng, surmount his pcdbimia 
and find special rewards in hit job. 
He'll be where the action i»— uiban 
education. He'll also find that be can 
mean something to fhmiaanda ot 
youngsters who have a great maiqr 

The goal ol the pspcc in such u 
setting is to approach evesydii^ with 
an open mini Evetythiiy k grist 
for the mill—lfom the Alro-Amer- 
kan haircut to the latest dance. The 
acceptance will be aMxecuted by the 
students, and the ultimate goal ^ 
hdping m buiH sdl'se^wct and pride 
in the school, and a leeUng of bHong> 
tng, will be accom p lidiel 



